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Motivation: LOTS of Leaves!



Additional Motivation

ÅPoor soil

ÅMaking compost

ÅKeeping plants hydrated

ÅKeeping down weeds

ÅImportance of leaving plant debris
ÅReturning organic matter, providing services to insects, butterflies, etc.



Uses

ÅMulch 
ÅWinter ςpiled up to protect frost tender plants (after ground freezes)

ÅSummer ςseveral inches to suppress weeds, keep plants hydrated, and feed 
the soil as they decompose

ÅCompostmaterial

Å!ŘŘ ǘƻ ǇƛƭŜ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ άƎǊŜŜƴǎέ όƳŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘύ

ÅLeaf mold
ÅTop dress and/or mix into soil to improve drainage, water retention, and feed 

the soil and living organisms

ÅLighten potting mixes



How

ÅLeave whole and in place where possible (if not matted)
ÅProvides habitat for butterflies and insects
ÅProvides food for birds

ÅPickup and chop/shred ςbest done primarily in fall; easiestwhen leaves 
are dry
ÅLawn mower, leaf vacuum (handheld, push, standalone)

ÅStoring for mulch or compost
ÅIn piles (preferablyenclosed in chicken wire); covered with tarp; out of way/near 

usage
ÅIn covered container

ÅMakingleaf mold
ÅIn pile directly on ground (~2 years)
ÅIn perforated plastic bag, wetted, out ofway, turned occasionally (~1 year)



Tips

Å¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ όŀōƻǳǘ мέ ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭύ
ÅThick layer of leave blocks air and water from penetrating the soil

ÅWork with dry leaves,not wet

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƭŜŀŦ ōƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ōŜŘǎΤ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭ

ÅRecommended resource: LeaveLeavesAlone.org



Results Summer 2022
PerovskiaΨ.ƭǳŜ WŜŀƴ .ŀōȅΩ

Not thriving, but at least 
it survived the drought 
without supplemental 
watering in a place 
where several other 
plants had died. More 
leaves in a thicker layer 
would have helped. 



Results Summer 2022
Stewartia pseudocamellia(Japanese Stewardia)

September 7, 2022May 30, 2022

Thrived through the 
drought, with only 
occasional deep 
watering.


